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Saturday 12 October — Cwmorthin Slate Mine

Pre-trip — L-R Standing: Toni Wintin, Boyd Pott&eith Slatcher, Paul Lydon, Karen Slatcher, Alan
Hatton, Pete Wagstaff and Brian Potts ~ SeatedUgy Hobbs & Mark Silo



Some cave entrances are easy to find... Atiekrs... not so much!

Stal in Cullaun 2
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Saturday, 26 October - Formations in Shuttlewortlo® Witches Cave II
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Photo — Saturday, 12 October, Cwmorthin SlaiteeM Photo: Karen Slatcher.

Photos — Saturday, 25 May to Saturday, 1 J0Dae;lare, Ireland. Photos: Karen Slatcher.
Photos from (Shuttleworth Pot) Witches Cave P,t@6 October. Photos: Karen Slatcher.
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Sunday, 26 May - Poulelva/Poulnagollum

Having pre-rigged Poulelva Pot on the way pastatk mear
Poulnagollum, we walked back along the road andrdimathe
entrance. Keith rigged and while Boyd and | disspd
temporarily into the bushes, Paul went down andedihim
and was going to go next. He said that the ropenivdong
enough to allow him to abseil properly off the edge |
offered to go next and make the loop longer. & wairy take-
off at the top, it has to be said and | did whalid last time
and stood on the bolt and slithered very ungratetidwn the
slimy wall to the bolt. Landed at the bottom ahdrt realised
that Boyd was following me down. Paul shouted deavsay
he wasn’'t coming, he'd join us from the Poulnagailend.

The crawl seemed longer than | remembered - agtuall

everything seemed longer than | remembered! - lingbcup
in the rift was fine, even if it was slippy, theogrdown into
the cross-meanders was easy, compared to thdirfmestwhen
| got wedged. | got mixed up at the far end of tness-

As we came out the other end of the crawl, the mhedng
passage seemed to go on for ever until we got eoldhg
narrow straight section that | remembered leadiingctly to
the climb up - it doesn’t!

We got there in the end though and | decided te takother
look at the traverses. The first crawly sectionswas |
remembered and even the bit after that was finethian we
reached the point where | backed off last time dnd
remembered why. Even with my right shoulder, @ndi seem
right to give it up, so | persevered and we evdhtuaached
the point where it was wide enough to climb dowAfter a
short section we had to climb up and traverse aga@sy
enough and went past a calcited inlet on the FHgaally quite
pretty. Back at stream level briefly, there wasirdat on the
left, then another short traverse. After that ésvall walking
to the right-hand sump, which takes all the wabath from
the stream we’d followed and the left-hand sumpijctvhis
almost the end. There is a muddy tube ahead, éith ikhinks

meanders because | expected to come into the smalfihis leads to another sump, so we ignored that. réMeaced

streamway and turned right downstream, but in acturned
left upstream, then right into the dry boulderytsat

When we hit the main streamway, it was bone drst, lilke it
was the first time and it made us appreciate jost high the
water levels were when we did it with Ashley andiagtwo
years ago. There's more grovelling, crawling atmbging
than | remember, but | think I've just blocked thdtt When
we reached the dry tubes, we turned left throughdébep bit,
which was only waist deep and | cleared the scumeasvent
through. | was surprised at how far up the maieashway we
went before we met Paul, but it was a long walkkbalong
the lane and it was still a fair way downstreamnfrohe
junction where we met him.

| was just congratulating myself on keeping my fiogton the
slippery rocks, when | slipped in a pool and saistvdeep in
water. Needless to say, that wasn't the only timent over,
but it wasn't in the side passage, unusually, i wathe main
Poulnagollum streamway, when | just stepped oropeshnd
went, landing on my hand, then hip in a very graksliding
dismount. Keith gave me an 8/10. Shortly aftat tHfound a
frog, which | put in my glove - feisty little devihe was too!
I'd forgotten how well decorated some of the enteapassage
is - it's definitely worth a trip.

After releasing my frog in the top of the pot, warobered out
and returned to the cars. Keith and | partiallykdeed and
headed back to Poulelva with Paul's SRT kit, sa #eith
could de-rig and we carted everything back to e ¢

TUG - 3 hours — Keith, Boyd and myself, Poulelva/
Poulnagollum — Paul, Poulnagollum.

Karen Slatcher

Monday, 27 May - Poulnagree

Kitted up and walked the short distance along thekt There
is a wall around the entrance, which we didn’t renber, but
was almost certainly there last time. Dropped doensteep
entrance rift, through some big fossil-ish passagethe

waterfall, which is stonking. From there some miraps into

walking stream passage, which lowers into the drel
section. As yesterday, it all seemed longer thaeniember.

our steps. | was feeling pretty knackered alreddy,by the
time we re-joined Paul | was getting very tired amaky and
we stopped for chocolate bars before heading Bytthe time
we surfaced | felt really quite battered, havingeta several

knocks to shoulders and a big bang to my right shin

somewhere on the traverses on the way down.

TUG 2 hours — Keith, Paul & Karen
Karen Slatcher

Tuesday, 28 May - Cullaun 2

Dropping into the cave entrance, | led off and rafte initial

grovel and walk, we came to where most of the watenes
in. | took it nice and steady and we climbed up ithe well-

decorated bit (see page 2) and then re-joined ttearaway.
You tend to forget how well decorated these cavesaad
what a joy it is just following a streamway. Thene one or
two grovelly bits, most notably near the entranod the far
end, a couple of short drops, easily climbed amdescherty
sections, but otherwise, it's just wonderful. Wheea arrived
at the big drops at the far end, | started downthen decided
that | didn't like it and didn’t bother. Keith ari®boyd had the
same thought - Keith said there was just a litde much
water going down, although it wasn't that wet.

TUG 2 hours — Paul, Keith, Boyd and Karen
Karen Slatcher

Wednesday, 29 May — Doolin Beach

Feeling more than a little battered and with thetlver bright,
sunny and reasonably warm despite a fresh breézheogea,
we decided to walk down to the area around O’Cosramnd
then on to Doolin Beach.

Keith and | walked right along to the foot of thiéfs, while
Paul waited near the huts where you book the ferrie

Got an ice-cream and sat and chatted for a whhen t
wandered back to the shops near O’'Connor’s. Thel \iad

got up again and it felt cooler than it had dondyethis

morning, but it was still sunny.

Paul, Keith and Karen
Karen Slatcher



Thursday, 30 May - Cullaun 1

Keith rigged the handline into the entrance, buwids easy and
| barely used it. The initial section is awkwaddambering

over things (mostly), then there’s a section whihaller, but
a little tighter in places. After that you readte tmain inlet,
which brings in most of the water, on the rightovihstream
the passage is much bigger and you can stomp ajaiig

happily. At the point where the flat roof starts dip it

suddenly becomes well decorated with calcite aedetlare a
couple of sections where it's low enough that |chée duck

my head slightly. Then you reach a climb down,clkhtan be
traversed to the right and is straight forwards(#asier to go
back up direct). After that | think the roofs dipsbit and
you're into breakdown for a bit, up and over som&ward

grovelly crawly bits at water level (which | too&f course),
then back into the stream and into the crawl.

It's quite long and becomes more awkward at thesfat and
then at a point where it appears that a chert bskd the way
ahead (unless you're face down in the water), yangha left
and into an awkward low oxbow. Paul had the wr&nge-
pads on, had struggled the last lower section ave gip at
that point. | popped out into a small chamber @fakdown
and dropped through a squeeze into the continuow |
streamway. Keith came to the left, which was bigdleen
went back to check that Paul had gone back, befoze
continued.

From there it was close to the big hole. Keith taaown first
and it's actually not that difficult except at thettom where
it's awkward dropping down and getting started. rif

continues back under the point you climb down, ilegdo a
smooth rift into a deep plunge pool. | decidedjdofor it and
we dropped into the small chamber, and grovelled-dut
around the left hand side of the pool, to enterdbetinuing
stream passage, which is just high enough for yoarawl,
legs wide and on lower arms. It's also got muclnfper

scallops, which makes it damned uncomfortable s ftisi

At the far end, the floor drops so you can crawparly. The
stream turns left and continues at crawling heigtis worth

taking a look at a well decorated bit on the righhere

someone has left a plastic bottle that's now aadciin.

Straight ahead leads to a rift of about 3m, thapdrdown - no
idea where that went. To the right, rises intoaaen, you
climb up and over some boulders and drop right déovia

bedding. Lying along the edge of this, if you Id2k degrees
right, you'll see the tube heading off. | went agut into the
beginning of it, but what with my achy shouldersd ame

tendon in my right shoulder, despite being temptatkcided
that it would still be there another time! | thinkMeander suit
would be better in there as well as it's quite dnd muddy
and fabric suits just stick. We then went dowreineto the
next cascade, which is all crawling height - we Wwnave did

the lot - aagh!

We were going to stop for a Mars Bar at that pdiat,as | sat
down, | realised how wet | was and decided it wdwddbetter
to keep moving while my muscles were comparatiwvedym.

After that it was just the Bastard Crawl and bapkhe drops.
| stood on Keith’s knee to get back up the smoatéd and it
wasn't too bad with his help. The big climb wasagght

forward once | was off the floor.

By the time we reached the small chamber wheretompsd
for a chocolate / fag break, I'd found another spedch.
Having completely fogged up the small chamber we tbie
crawl and got back into walking passage, by whistetthere
was a huge incoming draught - odd because it wésitegdy
draughting out of Poulnagree the other day - maithee
pressure’s changed above ground.

Met Paul just before the awkward bit by the enteamnd
while he climbed out of the main hole, Keith andohtinued
out of the further small exit, which is very muckyKeith
de-rigged and we returned to the car in lovely watmshine.
No cuckoos yet.

TUG 2% hours — Keith, Karen & Paul
Karen Slatcher

Friday, 31 May - Doolin River Cave -
St Catherine’s to Fisherstreet Pot

The entrance was sporting a nice new fence like che
around Fisherstreet Pot. The initial crawl wasasias my
knees were really sore and the bruises on my shimi®
painful. We emerged into streamway and followeid fior
quite a long way it turns out, before going bactoia crawl
and almost immediately off to the right and dowa Hole into
the streamway.

From there, the passage begins to get bigger. Wvied into

the large oxbow on the right and shouldn’t haveejdhe way
on continues in the water. There were some scrabitd, a

bit more crawling, a dry oxbow and we emerged frmassage
with loads of thin shelves, into a big canyon oflico
limestone, very different in character. As thiodmtened,
Keith spotted a white eel and | saw at least twatevfish, to

go with the dozens of leeches that we’d spotteliegareew!

We got into quite a long section of low, stoopimgl@rawling
passage, then another fair section of easy walkintj we
came to another stooping section. The floor way seft
with debris and silt and we were just discussirag thhen we
rounded a left-hand bend and | could see daylightd. The
last crawl was in knee-deep water, so fairly agsedwt we
all emerged in the bottom of the pot and startetingi up.
Keith did his usual racing-snake impressions and wa and
gone in a flash. Paul followed, then me and Boydwas
surprised that | didn’t find it harder work thanvias, but it
was obviously a different set of muscles!!

TUG 2% hours - Me, Keith, Paul & Boyd
Karen Slatcher
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Jenny and myself drove over to the Czech Repuldtevden
thel7 and 20 July, taking some BCA and BCRA gedn ws.
We arrived in Brno for the opening of the Congressthe
21st.

Helped set up BCA stands before attending the ogeat
7pm.

Band, Folk Dancing and speeches followed by sonselknt
food and drink.

During the week that followed we helped out on BEA
stands, went to lectures and presentations anckajsged the
stands of other groups from all over the world.

Wednesday, 24 July 2013

Wednesday saw us on a coach trip to a nearby Keratand,
as well as seeing some great scenery, we visited Elaves —
on foot and by boat — and descended into the MacAtlyss
to exit again by Cable Car.

Saturday, 27 July 2013

The last day, Saturday, proved the hottest ohalirly 40 C

in the shade!

Helped on the stand until the evening Banquet fouad 1000
people — great food, wine and presentations topffday a
superb Andy Eavis-organised Firework Display.

Sunday, 28 July to Saturday, 3 August 2013

For the Post Congress week we chose to move adistahce
north of Brno to the largest karst area in the GzZRepublic,
the Moravian Karst.

This is an area of Devonian Limestone forming esefised
plateau of around 100sg km and lying at about 5@bove
sea level.

Travelling through the area it had similaritiesiwjtarts of the
Peak District, due to the deep narrow valleys, mdalnes
and being heavily farmed.

Also it is a very popular tourist area both fordbday trippers
and for longer national and international holidaiera, with
a variety of tours, walks and show cave trips.

The weeks excursion was based near the villagedduhice

(communist era?) four berth, one room chalets. kllyiin the
hot (30-40 C) weather we could spend most of theeti
outside.

The organisation was very good and all the locahdtars’
extremely helpful to all our group of around 25gmars from a
variety of nations.

Communal food was supplied in the nearby cafeteria.

However if you preferred to eat (and drink) outréhevere a
good selection of bars, restaurants etc.

Obviously these were soon found by the large Britis
Australian contingent and were well utilised eaclreng.

A choice of up to 5 caving trips were on offer eadtdy
covering everything from Show Caves (no chargeyadk in
systems, deep laddered systems or SRT trips; ¥bretit
caves in total.

The majority of the trips were accessed from gatetine
entrances on the plateau and usually meant descengi to
100m of fixed ladders before dropping into largdeasgive
streamways.

For the very keen SRT buffs the open shaft of trecdéha
Abyss was rigged to give a 130m descent and prussik

Most of the routes were linked underground formiragts of
two major river systems underlying the plateau airking
and resurging in the deep valleys.

Local clubs controlled entrances to the systems #may
supplied the guides to show us around and in s@wescallow
us to access their huts to change.

Congratulations must go to all the organisers whuaiausly
put in a huge amount of time and effort to make ek a
success.

Lots of information was produced, food organisednsport
supplied to access the caves and help given totalneeded
it.

Petr Polak was the official face of the organisamd thanks
must go to him and all the other helpers who madegreat
week.

Boyd Potts

at a lakeside campsite and we were housed in small
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Saturday 8, Sunday 9 February - Oread

Saturday 16 February - South Wales

A dozen Orpheus members came on this weekend tthNor Adam Geens and myself on a through trip from Topagce.

Wales.

Not very good weather, mainly low cloud and drizzk
weekend. Even so this did not deter half the growgking
forays onto Snowdon, on Saturday, via the Soutlg®idAt
2000feet there was still good deep soft snow arsdniade for
an enjoyable trip over the summit.

Sunday saw a few out walking but most took a slowed
back to Derbyshire. Boyd Potts

In via Gnome, Edwards Short Cut and Midnight passag
take the Traverse route along to Marble Showers dowin
stream in very low water. Snack break at Piccadiéifore up
a surprisingly wet Divers Pitch and on through t&BD1
streamway. Soon out via Pluto’s Bath after abotitrae and
a half hour trip.

Unfortunately Sundays planned trip to DYO had to be
abandoned so headed back home by the early afternoo

Boyd Potts



Saturday, 13 April — Devis Hole Mine

Last night we drove up to Swaledale and after dirgppur
stuff off at the Low Row Bunk House, where we wstaying
for the weekend, we joined Brian Potts and Pete stédigin
the Buck Hotel at Reeth just as local caver andenaixplorer
and also Orpheus member, Pete Roe, arrived.

In the morning, the remainder of our group for tlag, Keith
and Phil Walker, also arrived just as we finishegalifast not
long after 09:00.

Once Pete Roe had also returned, we drove the gistaince
to a track where we parked up and got changed dating
gear while Pete Roe tried out a deck chair he haddht in
his land rover!

The walk to Devis Hole Mine's entrance was quitershnd
we all carried short lengths of wood to bring itite mine for
Pete as they would be needed to shore up his dig.

The entrance was a square excavated shaft nesirélaen bed
with a cover and about 3 meters deep. We clamtoioea the
shaft which was a bit slippery with remaining traia& the
recent snow. It was an early start, for the Orphessit was
only 10:45!

This led to a short wet and muddy crawl and thetkiwg
passage with sections of stooping height passatie avfew
junctions.

There were odd remnants of old mining artefacts reand
there and we eventually arrived at a large shaftgomp” in
mining terminology which had a few bolts on the cidipng
wall as belay anchor and an old iron rail laid asrthe top to

which a sling could be attached to provide a regbela

immediately over the shaft.
Keith dropped down first and | went second.

We dropped down about 15 metres to a passage viaith
from the shaft. The shaft continued but below wasded and
there were two crossed old iron rails arranged!lexth the
passageway to assist in getting off the rope arnd the
passage.

There were actually two adjacent passages here,oand
everyone was down the pitch, we followed the Iefhih
passage which had an in-situ rail track for orestithere was
a sign placed here requesting that you walk onré#is in

order to preserve the clog prints left behind lagp by the
miners who worked down there but Pete told us timatsign
had been ignore and the clog prints had been odtiité a long
time ago.

Pete pointed out various features and the namesethur
passages as we passed them.

We arrived at a section of natural limestone cadéchv the

miners had broken into. This area was a literakenaf

passage (which Phil had called “an amazing mazretoin a

phrase!) and had sparkling sections of gypsum algst
various type of fossils including the best fossital | have

ever seen and pieces of chert.

After making our way through the maze, we arriveémnother
mine which adjoined the natural cave.

We continued on through this mine and eventuallived at a
short section with unstable rocks and a gap thraugikth you
had to pass and drop a short way down. Pete hatbdias to
take care here and it looked like | would be ablget through
with no problems but I may have problems comingkbaed
might thrash about a bit which was a bad idea.l Suted to

wait here while the others continued on to Graffiorner,
which was only 10 minutes away there were backr #te
minutes.

We had a short rest here and then began the retumnney to
the surface.

We returned to the maze section and took a sligtifferent
route through and then basically reversed our rbaték to the
entrance after an excellent and interesting trgaching the
surface at around 16:45 after around 6 hours unoleng.

We said our “good-byes” to Pete as he had something

arranged for the evening and later we all retuttioethe Buck
Inn in Reeth for an evening meal along with Mikeil€hvho
had arrived in the evening.

TUG: 6 hrs - with Pete Roe, Karen Slatcher, K&tatcher,
Pete Wagstaff, Phil Walker and Brian Potts
Paul Lydon

Sunday, 14 April - Crackpot Cave

Kitted up and headed off on the lower track towatls
orange flag that I'd spotted in the distance. Btream was
very high with melt water and rain running off thidls, so it
wasn'’t too much of a surprise to see a lot of wataming out
of the side of the hill as we approached the enganThe
main entrance, above the water, was, indeed, cEthp
contrary to what we’'d been told the night beforeit b
remembered a photo I'd seen online and followed diegy
edge and found the entrance via Knee-wrecker Passéafith
battered knees from the day before, it certainlg!a lead
off and almost immediately headed into a dead-enty the
time I'd retraced my crawling, I'd been overtaken Bhil,
Keith and Mike. | saw Paul coming down the passagéis
back and wasn't too surprised when he decided o iack,
just as | was dropping down into the continuing saae.
Brian and Pete followed on. The passage led toch gnd a
view downstream of Keith having a pee - nice!! Wvater
levels quite high, we were soon into thigh-deepewatvhich
was bitterly cold with snow melt and muscles qujdkégan to
complain. Clambering out onto boulders, my feegdveto
really hurt and | left Brian and Mike to overtakee nand
continue. Having drained my wellies, | deliberafed a few
seconds and then thought ‘what the hell’ and gakhba the
water.

In the next section the water went crotch deep -chmu
squealing was done! - and further on it was welltaipour
waist. The whole place is really quite well de¢edaand
overall not badly conserved considering how marg kget in
there. The chamber with the column is quite spedsas and
the column itself is a bit grubby, but pretty anmaty
undamaged. Back in the streamway and more waditidd
another chamber with a crawl leading to a chamhbérdf
stalagmites, mostly stumpy ones, mostly grubby amain
looking. A worn path up the chamber led to a ‘dérand
beyond that a way back down into the streamwayterA&
short distance, there was water emerging from fiefthiout of
a low bedding and more from the right. A dig oe tiight
appeared to sump and may be passable when watds ke
lower. A muddy dig on the left just petered out.

Back in the chamber there were a number of otlibe lvays
off, which Pete was busy investigating, but | dedido head
on out, thinking about the crawls, so with Keithtow we
headed back to the round pool. We continued othéoold



main entrance, which is completely blocked andacstd our
steps into the crawls, emerging to warmth and rain.

Karen Slatcher, Keith Slatcher, Phil Wall, Mike ©hiPete
Wag and Brian Potts
Karen Slatcher

Saturday, 4 May — Rowten Hole

We trekked up the field under Roy’s direction andked back
to see that the river was suddenly full of watexr flood pulse
had come through as we were walking. Keith riggéthe
initial pitch has two rebelays to a free-hangingpdinto the
initial chamber, onto what is almost a bridge. sThist pitch
is really airy and definitely gets the pulse racind was
shaking well by the time | landed. From thereharsstagger
up to the bolt onto a ledge leads to the secorah pitAt this
point, | overtook Roy and headed down, once aga#belay,
but this time into the rift below. | tucked myséif and Roy
came down as Keith rigged further along the riftit [Roy
suggested going off the first bolt(s) as the ropghtnot be
long enough to reach the floor from the furtherntsollt would
have been touch and go. It's a stunning pitchppiireg to the
bottom of the waterfall, quite damp and windy. @fbund
the corner a bit is the way on, a drop of aboutofreo into a
rift, then around the corner to a rebelay. | gohpletely hung
up on this and struggled to get off it before mgvalong the
rift to another rebelay. Keith had realised thatdvgot the
two bottom ropes around the wrong way as he hadot@
change-over right on the corner. Finally we passednd the
other bend on the dog-leg into a big rift, which treversed
along. At the far end was the final drop of ab@#25m into
the bottom of the pot - typical abrupt Yorkshirelemg.

Roy started up first and | followed him back alotg rift,

around the dog-leg and back to the bottom of thye fich,

where he took the bag with the two bottom ropei.ifl then
prusiked up the main pitch with the second bag gimp
around below me, taking photos and thinking hovkyucam

to be fit and healthy enough to do this, less thaveek off 50.
At the ledge, | passed Roy and followed Paul upethieance
pitch - he'd waited to take a bag up with him. tkesoon de-
rigged and Roy and he soon joined us on the suyrfelcere it
was clear and dry, although mostly overcast.

TUG: 3 hours — Karen Slatcher, Keith Slatcher, Rmdgers
& Paul Lydon
Karen Slatcher

Sunday, 5 May - Tatham Wife... almost!

Crossed the road and walked up the first fieldratiagle and
found the small break in the cliff and continuedth angle
through the next two outcroppings. We reachedithestone
pavement on the top and set off across it follovtimg line of
small pointy cairns, which we enlarged on the wayoss.

Heading into the clag, we set off across the mear gicked
up a path, which we followed a little way beforeitkeealised
we’d turned north alongside Ingleborough. We eddaour
steps back along the edge of the limestone pavemedt
spotted a wall, which was what we’'d been lookingifothe

first place. To be fair, it didn't seem to be gpim the right
direction when we started, and we ended up in anathction
of limestone pavement as it petered out. | wehtaoshort
way in the mist, but no luck. We then re-traced steps yet
again and headed off from our original point. Weked up

an edge on our right - a green one! - and followtealong.

There was a small path heading up over a corndrweu

continued following the edge. It wasn't until wavg up and
started heading back that | realised we'd been lipting

Ingleborough yet again. Having looked at the niap,even

more sure that we should have followed that sneth pn the
corner. We then decided to head back down.

About two and a half hours of walking with 50m oétwrope
on our backs - great fun!

Keith Slatcher, Paul Lydon & Karen Slatcher
Karen Slatcher

Monday, 6 May, Aquamole

Keith set off first (obviously!). The entrance igsrconsists of
six short pitches. The first is down the breezecks built up
to surface, the second and third are tight-ishadfsit, so a bit
awkward, to a large shelf. From there the nexdhpilr at least
the rebelay is distinctly damp, being right whdne tvater is
falling, then another rebelay which is dry andrafihang into
a small chamber.

The next section is an awkward crawl, which isnittg wide
enough to crawl normally along. After the firstagght crawly
bit, it starts to twist and turn and is a bit talleKeith waited
and took the big bag from me and gave me the som&l as
Paul had opted not to come any further. Stepppmgnd over
what was almost a gour pool with a hole in the dnatto let
the water out, the next short pitch was a nice damgth a
deviation, followed by a short roomy crawl to mori

passage. This pops you out onto a big ledge, wihimh
traverse the edge of (a bit like at the top of16@ down Bar
Pot), a short drop with a deviation similar to gexond pitch
in Knotlow, above Pearl Chamber, then a whoppinggtia
with two/three deviations into the huge chambehatbottom.
It was awesome and for once, | didn't really hdsitand
wonder if it was worth going down, only to turn anal and
prusik back up again, | couldn’t wait to get on ifAt the
bottom you can go upstream a bit to a blank watl, o
downstream into the sump pool. It was difficultviork out
where the divers go and seeing all their kit upoore side,
about a third of the way up, it made me wonderhdytre
actually diving at the bottom or not!? | had funthwthe
deviations on the way up, but got warmed up andedafior
Keith on the shelf, having my Mars Bar. Back up 8hort
pitch and through the crawl, we found Paul stillitimg —
apparently we'd only been an hour and a quarteo -hes
headed off with the full bag and we followed stéadilt was
glorious on the surface and some walkers (one d€lwtvas
an ex-caver) met us on the surface and came ovex &hat
before heading for a look at Jingling.

TUG 2% hours — Karen Slatcher, Keith Slatcher &IRsdon
Karen Slatcher

Sat/Sun, 8/9 June - North York Moors

Saturday Pete W, Phil Wall, Phil Walker and mysesiting
the relatively new discovery of Excalibur Pot. Néhtton le
Hole and set in a shallow wooded moorland valldyg t
entrance is via a small locked shaft. We entetsliallam
into a narrow and convoluted entrance series wisichn
enlarged and we then dropped into an active stregmwdere
we found some really good formations and passagde 6m
high. We pushed probably all of the accessibleastiway
before returning to exit about 2pm. A fascinattaye in a
surprising place; it seems there are more podgsilin the
area as well!



Sunday most people had left but Pete, joined byeMikilds,
returned to investigate more of Excalibur and its@unding
area.

Boyd Potts

Saturday, 15 June - Sell Gill Holes

The weather had been wet most of yesterday in tivkstire
Dales and today's forecast was for showers. Aswege
planning a trip into White Scar Cave, which has aative

| dropped down the pitch and waited for Keith ahd dthers
to follow. | clipped my descender onto the rope th
beginning of the next (and final) pitch and droppmkxvn to
the ledge beneath, which is next to a rebelayhdgh there
are two P-bolts here, it had been rigged from amlg instead
of as a “Y hang” as intended.

Anyway, once down we all had a quick look at th@iiessive
waterfall dropping down from the Wet Route (or Gobl
Route) and then followed down the large chambewhere

streamway and a show cave, Karen, Geoff McDonnel (a the stream flows through a small opening in flowstavhich

Australian-based caver who had come with us onipattr
County Clare a few years ago and was back visitiegUK),

fills the remainder of the chamber.
We soon arrived at a low duck. Keith had a loo#& dacided

discussed “Plan B” last night when we met in thavNen in
Clapham after driving up to the Dales. Pete Wdfj$tad
gone for an evening walk up Ingleborough and joinedhter.

Still, we had to drive to White Scar cave to chécthe trip
was still on and as we had to be there ready tr ¢hé¢ cave at
10:00, Karen and | brought some extra food to do@akfast
at Greenclose, where we were staying, due to the start.

Keith arrived just before 8:30 and after breakfast,drove to
meet in the White Scar car park where Simon WymeRhil
Walker also arrived.

As we thought, we weren't at all surprised whenweee told
the trip wasn't on due to the recent rain and trecast. So

first into the duck. The stream was flowing withite a
current and was backing up behind me, which wouddarthe
return journey “interesting”. So, | quickly alsealded to give
it a miss.

We retuned back to the top of the chamber and estart
re-ascending the pitches. For some reason the pénty had
attached the rope to a bolt which they hadn't umfdre and
made it a lot more awkward to get off the top of fhitch at
the ledge.

When Keith got to the top of the second pitch, heused

down that the other rope had been re-rigged tcaudeviation
like ours instead of a “Y hang".

we headed to Ingleton for a brew in Bernies while W \ye met another couple of cavers starting to desdéed

discussed our options.

We had to choose a couple of caves which would Ken@h
respect to the weather and also split our rathgelgroup of
10 across a couple of caves. So Karen, Keith, IipyGeoff
and Chris opted for the Fossil Route in Sell Gidlés while
the rest chose Jingling Pot. Luckily Karen andadl Istopped
off at the Orpheus hut to collect some ropes lagttn

We found the route from Ribblehead to Horton inlikéisdale
crowded with walkers obviously taking part in sofBdPeaks”
event and that Horton in Ribblesdale was busy \piéihked
cars. Luckily the layby we usually use for thisrezon the
small road leading to Calf Holes wasn't being usedwe
parked there and got changed.

After walking across the fields to join the trackrh Horton,
we spotted some other cavers who were part of apgatso
descending Sell Gill Holes by the dry route. Theayd the
pitches were already rigged. As they weren't reatgy
allowed us to go in front.

Keith set off and rigged the entrance pitch using mpe.
Then he started on the short traverse on the nigott.p |
noticed that the rope he was using was marked aseX@s in
length which was much too short. This was the rapethe
entrance pitch: he had taken the wrong tackle aigh!

So, he went back to the foot of the entrance pitckry and
swap ropes but the other party said that they Veandng their
ropes rigged afterwards. So we decided to justhese ropes.

| set off across the traverse on the ledge. Tipe mn this
pitch is usually rigged with a deviation at the tophold the
rope out from the ledge but it had been rigged &% hang”
from the ledge to the wall opposite instead. Thiked like it
would be awkward and | managed to get my desceomi¢ne
rope and my weight on it only because of the lengfttmy
long cows tail and my long reach. | told Keithwibuld be
best to rig the pitch using our rope as well anthideviation
so that the others wouldn't have a struggle.

entrance pitch as we arrived so we waited for therpass
before we climbed back to the surface.

We walked back to the cars on a lovely sunny aftennand
after getting changed, drove back to Bernies fqu bltties!

With Keith Slatcher, Karen Slatcher, Chris Jacksamd
Geoff McDonnel.
Paul Lydon

Sunday, 16 June - White Scar Cave

Pete Wagstaff had said that it had been suggest&dhde
Scar yesterday that we try again today, so it weasheer early
breakfast. We hadn't brought enough food for amsgcself-
cooked breakfast so we hoped Bernies was open:af @
Karen, Keith and | headed for Ingleton.

We arrived there at about 08:20 and saw on the dhuatr
Bernies opens at 09:00. Rats. | looked at ther doo
Inglesport and it said they opened at 08:30, scshauld be
alright if we had breakfast there. Alan Steele saw at the
door and opened it even though it was only 08:20said we
could go ahead and go upstairs and wait in theasféwould
open shortly.

Soon we had our breakfasts and then again drovwHibe
Scar car park where we found it was partly fullhwitehicles
having something to do with filming.

Soon we asked the man we saw yesterday aboutipuartd
he let us know it was on. Excellent!

Unfortunately Simon and Phil were only up for thayd
yesterday so it was a reduced party of 8 who headed
through the show cave. For some reason the pasevery
rapid and Chris and | who were last re-joined thieers in
Battle Chamber where we stopped to have a lookisilarge
and impressive chamber.

Having warmed up going up the steps to Battle Clexnaind
back down, we were soon quickly cooled off in thextn
section just beyond the show cave in deep water.



Soon we arrived at Big Bertha, a huge boulder, #nel
boulder choke. The route through the choke is sty a
bright orange thin cord and we were soon past db&tacle
with a couple of awkward little squeezes.

Then it was the remaining streamway which is quitell
decorated. | had thought from two previous tripshtis cave
that there weren't that many decorations, whengusn
Oldhams lamp, but now with the combination of myuism
light and the others, especially Karen's recenhbay present
of a top of the range Scurion (VERY Bright!), yooutd see a
lot more.

We stopped at a climb up to a small side passad¢ @ecided
to not continue to the very end and let the othass.

Continuing down the main passage, Keith, Karenadad |
eventually reached a chamber where a squat in terw
allowed you to follow the stream onwards. The refsthe
party were coming up behind.

Keith and | followed the water by swimming the deep
sections or floating along and pushing on the flabere the
water depth allowed this.

I had continued on to the eventual sump on my ownao
previous trip and | wasn't desperate it see it ragaKeith

agreed that he wasn't desperate to see it eitibaarKaren
and Jo had turned back where the roof had loweredfdot or
less above the water, we turned around and werdttd them
up.

We met some of the others where they were lookingrge

side passage where there was a dig with a niftitesheade
from a builder's rubble sack and then continuedack along
the streamway to eventually arrive at the bouldeke again.

There was an awkward bit where it was easiest tthgough
legs first and wriggle through first sitting then wour back as
you poked your legs over a small boulder but afitett we
were soon back at Big Bertha.

Another section of streamway which was deep inspard

progress was made either by swimming or by holdingto

rocky projections on one wall. Soon we were batkha

railings at the furthest reaches of the show caaien and
then following the show cave path back to the emea
passing two guided groups of tourists en route whee us
very curious looks.

Once back at the car park, we changed out of cayéag and
again a return to Bernies.

With Pete Wagstaff, Keith Slatcher,
Chris Jackson, Ashley Hiscock, Geoff McDonnel, Jbité&/
Paul Lydon

Sunday, 25 August - Hagg Gill Pot

After another slightly abortive trip into Tatham f&i
yesterday, when | ran out of steam at the bottoth@fsecond
pitch and decided to head back out again (still en&v
bottomed this place!), we set off to Hagg Gill fagl
optimistic.

Climbed the side of the open fell up a slight gudlyd then
followed another one further up, which led directty the
entrance. Keith rigged and headed down, | followad, but
Paul struggled again and shouted down that he twasre he
could get through and if he did he wasn't sure hged out
again.

De-kitted. Headed downstream to start with andfdigdjotten
that the entrance chamber is on an inlet to thenretieam.
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Karen Slatcher,

Went downstream to a horrible vertical greasy climfeith
struggled up it and said there was a horrible mutkye
beyond, which he chose not to go through, probabsump
bypass. We then went upstream, which was oftene qui
awkward and small, until we reached the tight bidot as
awkward as | remembered, so not too bad. Theflmassage
with the helictites in it was a lot shorter thamemembered
too!!, but the pretty bit was just as big and b#auas ever. |
left Keith to climb up and continue at the top, buhen got
bored waiting and started trying to find a way tonb up

myself - with a dodgy arm, it wasn't possible and just

given up when | saw his light coming back.

Back to the entrance chamber and Keith carried prthe
second stream and we came to the awkward climb thigh
two big boulders. | managed the first bit, butlissal my
limits and backed off it and waited. Keith was tably
impressed. Prussiked out, my foot jammer fell affthe
critical point (typically!) and had a bit of a magetting out.
Paul was waiting and the sun was shining. Lovelyad a
quick look at the resurgence and postulated abowtdiose it
might be to the sump (as you do).

TUG: 2 hours — Karen Slatcher, Keith Slatcher &IRadon
Karen Slatcher

Monday, 26 August - Hardrawkin-Ret/
Sunset Hole

Parked above the Hill Inn and changed. Followedttack all
the way to where it goes out on the open fell amded right
along the wall (expecting to find the appropriatalsehole).
We arrived at Meregill and realised that we mustehgone
too far, but followed the wall up the side of thél o a
fenced-off area.

After more wandering around aimlessly and much tiebae

gave up, cut back across the fell and went to SuHsée

instead. I'd forgotten the low bits, but | did rember the
awkward short pitches. The last one’s definitély best. On
the way back across the fields, we spotted whesatdouk
was and then saw a tree by a wall with a shakeladd!

TUG: 1 hour (maybe!) — Karen Slatcher, Keith Slatci&
Paul Lydon

Karen Slatcher

Saturday, 12 October - Cwmorthin Mine

From where we’d parked, we walked up the trackht lake
and past some old mine buildings before arriving gate on
our right.

Went through the entry gate and followed a tunn& some
chambers with quite a lot of random rubbish in therat

mining rubbish even, just stuff that had apparerisen
dumped. After a quick look around Pete took uthtotop of
the inclined plane (Black Vein Incline), which wsigep and
fairly slippy and we dropped down several levelglering

very briefly off to the sides. At the bottom werrtad right
into water, Keith and | started teetering along sasnaffold
poles secured near the surface. Bored with woglaiong we
got off and waded through the water - somethinga$ \going
to regret later - and left Toni still teetering.

From there we explored along the level with lotcbémbers
off to the right and went into some tunnels furttaong,
where the passage apparently dead-ended, and aamae t
chamber with a big platform in it for some machinesn top



of which was a Quality Street tin with a visitotsdok in it,

plus a fireplace for heating hot water and twohigtal things.
There was another electric switch, which Doug piayéth

and | thought | saw lights go off as he switchebatk, but |
thought I'd imagined it. Mark, Keith, Paul, Doug &oni,

Alan and | waited while the others went up anotimetine.

We then moved off along the passage and found H wmager

wheel whizzing away in the stream running alongsike

raised walk way/track bed. | realised that it wwasmall hydr-
electric generator for the lights that | thoughtt $een back in
the chamber and went running back to check.

We continued and started down another incline, vidugn it
was my turn to get on the rope, | realised thatsimyulder just
wasn’'t up to it and | was only going to aggravate Paul,
Toni and | waited until Doug, Pete and Brian camekband
we moved back along the way to meet the others. thWe
went back past the water wheel and | showed thenlights
and we continued past a taped off passage thatolettie
Oakley works, which have collapsed and aren’t safe.

We then returned to find out where the others hatdt@ and
followed a passage back to the taped off bit! Baickhe wet
bit, we went on past the electric board throughpdeeavater
into a large chamber with a flooded incline andbagrane,
which the boys had a play with (see back page)rkMegeith,
Paul, Alan, myself, Brian and Boyd started back Riyl,

while Pete, Doug & Toni
elsewhere. | was last to reach the top (unsurpfiigf) and
rather than get cold again, having finally got wadrup, |
went exploring on my own. | followed a passagd tbd back
into the rubbish-filled chambers and on throughnth® a
further two chambers, which both ended and so torther
two chambers. Going left | realised | could heatexr and
followed a path up and over some breakdown and dovan
another chamber where a small stream runs fronoekéd
passage in the ceiling down over a platform propdbi a
winch. | then went into the right branch, but agdiwas a
dead-end. Going back to the others | managed td<gith

interested and we went back. We realised thatefling was
very dodgy, especially above the incline where Igrgest
timber was happily rotting away! So we re-traced steps to
the top of the incline, worked out which way was and
discovered folk coming up an incline on man-madepst
Headed out minus Pete, Brian and Alan.

Pete Wagstaff, Boyd Potts, Paul Lydon, Keith Slatch
Karen Slatcher, Mark Silo, Alan Hatton, Brian Pptts
Doug Hobbs & Toni Wintin.

Karen Slatcher

Monday, 14 October - Isle of Man

Brief visit to the Laxey Mine and its Isabella Whee

A very historical Lead mining site with an amaziagay of
machinery and a short underground ‘Tourist'tripheTWheel

and its Drive Train are spectacular.
Boyd Potts

Saturday, 19 October - Oxlow Caverns +
Pilgrim’s Way

As expected, it was really quite wet and drippydasand we
all had big bags of rope (Keith 40+50, Paul 60,38€20+15)

so it was a steady trip to the bottom of the matiches, before
heading up into Pilgrim’s Way.

had disappeared exploring
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I was collecting rubbish and made piles along tlag &ws we
headed in. Paul didn't like the look of the wastide and |
have to say | have no memory of getting back ughhey last
time - | must have stood on Keith! The pitch iselas
straightforward apart from the lack of a decentkbag and
then we got to the wet crawls at the bottom. Rigllthe first
one, but the second one was tight and even | héldtten out
and could feel rock above me, so I'm not surprisecouldn’t
do it. From there it was only a very short distamte the first
concrete dam, which you climb over and the second o
immediately above the sump, so after getting wetyeturned
to Paul and started heading out. Keith put the2rop some

boulder on the water slide, which was easy enough.

Unfortunately there was more rubbish than I'd i and |
really wanted to get the batteries out, so my bag soon full
to overflowing and getting damaged because it wagging
along the floor. In the end Keith put it in thekie bag below
the rope. I'd had enough by the end of Pilgrim’'syit's a
lot of crawling.

| started up the pitch and the ramp and waitechattop for
Paul to give me my bag back, which now had a balgeafry
rubbish in the bottom as well. I've got to saytthaearly
weakened when Paul offered to swap, but I'd pickeg, so
it was only fair that | should take it out, whichdid... slowly!

It was about 5:30 when we finally surfaced andldisé rays of
sunlight were falling on the farm towards Mam Tjlys there
was a stub end of rainbow above Bradwell Moor. Waetty!

TUG: 4% hrs — Keith Slatcher, Paul Lydon & Kareat&her
Karen Slatcher

Sunday, 20 October — P8

No bag to lug - yay! Stopped a couple of timedl@way in
to let another group past. Rigged the first pgtriaight, which
wasn't too bad going down, then clambered up aret tive
top to the second pitch. De-kitted and went doveash first.
Water levels were high and so was the sump. | ddd®ugh
the water on the way back - it's so much easien that darn
traverse! Went upstream and then back to the sepitch to
find the others just coming down. One lad lookedlly
happy, the other not so much! As a bonus, Petktbay'd
de-rig, so we just headed out. The first pitch wdst more
aqueous on the way up and | needed Keith spotteg@mthe
water slide, but otherwise a nice little trip to$en up.

Pete Wagstaff, Ashley Richardson, Keith Slatcher,
Paul Lydon, Karen Slatcher, Boyd Potts + 2

Karen Slatcher

Saturday, 26 October — Shuttleworth Pot &
Witches Cave Il

From the normal Leck Fell ‘car park’, we followeket wall
straight down the hill to the west. As it turnadt,onve left the
path too early and ended up doing the ‘OCC-aimiessder-
around-a-hillside-looking-for-a-hole’ thing, as asu If we'd
continued down along the wall to the green, grasstgh and
then looked for a path, we'd have found it reakgiéy!!

Keith went in first rigging, followed by Pete, meaul, Dave,
Phil, Alan, Boyd and Mick. Getting out of the pipato the
first pitch proper was interesting, but it was oalghort drop,
then a grovel a short way to the top of the nextrtshitch.
This one wasn’t straight and was kind of awkwardt paay
down - sadly this was as far as Mick got. Belowatthhere
was another short drop that had a fin of rock ttwat kind of



stepped down, as the Y hang was really low. Themais
pretty much straight onto the main pitch with twehbelays
dropping into the main chamber.

When | landed Keith said he’d hurt his finger anetePhad
continued to rig the traverse and drop down todhep. |
decided to go and get photos before everyone tuapednd
steamed the passage up. I'd got through the ondash Paul
caught me up and we discovered some nice helicjitsts
beyond. Phil joined us and we continued along g@esshat
just got better and better decorated. Further caltime
helictites were awesome, some going three and iftahres
long - the best I've ever seen and Keith agreednwie and
Boyd caught us up later. Had a good look at ewéangt then
met Dave, Pete and Alan on the way back out. Badke
bottom of the big drop, Keith and | followed thaverse to go
down to the sump and clean up. | met Alan on tireer and
he slipped off and pulled me off as well tryinggeet out of my
way. We sorted ourselves out and got down anchetbap a
bit. Keith lost his knee pad temporarily, but mgea to catch
it before it disappeared into the sump. He askedarde-rig
the traverse as his finger was really sore - it weadbit
acrobatic, but | managed eventually. Half the beolkapsed
as | tried to climb up onto it (so it was on thevadhen, Ed).

Keith headed up and took the bag and | followedjotl stuck
at the short pitch with the fin of rock becausetKéiad pulled
the rope up behind him as he got off it and it Wasked up. |
tried to climb the pitch, but wasn't brave enoughmake the
final move and had to call Keith back down in thele he
wasn’'t too impressed - should've left it hanginghti

shouldn't he!! From there it was a steady and sones
awkward prussik out to surface, where Mick wag atditing.

| took some photos and then headed slowly off g HhHl.
From the green patch by the wall, there's an olwipath
straight across to the hole! Doh! Staggered hgckhe hill -
that’'s when you realise it's 1.5km! - and got cheshguickly.

Keith Slatcher, Pete Wagstaff, Karen Slatcher, Radon,
Dave Phillips, Phil Wall, Alan Hatton, Boyd Potts &
Mick Hogg

Karen Slatcher

Saturday 21 December - Maskhill Mine

Rigging practice - Rigged the scaff bar and backhgd my
descender on the rope and was half way in whealikeal that
the rope hung over the angle iron that the lidsrest - doh!
Paul re-rigged it for me and | headed off. Thstfolts are an
obvious, easy Y hang. The 70m rope is one of idered

ones and it's absolutely had it, so trying to righwt wasn’t so
easy and the Y was a bit lob-sided, but safe.

The next bolts | came to, appeared to be a Y hangsa the
passage, but | ended up putting some maillons tidteate a
deviation. Paul was highly amused by this and Ihever
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heard the last of it!l When | got to another sengblt, | was
flummoxed, so did another maillon deviation, beealt
seemed to make sense, and kept the rope away lmdlls.

Next was a set of three bolts. A P bolt on theiabw wall,

one on the opposite wall, much lower and a dodggdobolt
just below the first. | rigged just on the firstBIt, because it
made sense at the time, but as | went down it mlitdzelly,

although in mud | think. This was the mucky pard & landed
on the big shelf right in amongst it with a singlelt. | was

going to leave a big loop, but the message canma &bove
that Paul couldn’t get past the deviations becaulsein’t left

enough slack on the bolt above - another doh

Once I'd been back up and added more slack, he cown
and re-rigged the first deviation as a Y hang dwdsecond as
a single hang. | then continue down the last thortsdrops
with one more single bolt rebelay and went to labkhe next
section.

Paul brought the next rope and | went off agaimfitbe top of
the dam, single bolt, nice Y hang pulled at an eangingle
bolt, single bolt high up on the right hand sidegke bolt,

then the big rifty bit. I've got to say this waseoof the bits |
was nervous about, and as | reverse traversed plegs got
shaky because | was so tense. | couldn’t get aasavhear
either bolt with my short cowstail, but got the dpane in the
first bolt and could reach both, so just decidedytofor it.

Once | started rigging | relaxed and my legs stdppgh the
disco leg. I've got to say | wasn’t even thinkialgout the air
below me, | was just concerned that if | slippedals going to
hit rock in the rift very hard!

But | didn't slip and successfully rigged, so contd down,
one single bolt (which | re-belayed, but is usuallgleviation),
then that platform bit where I've waited a few tenm the
past. It struck me as odd that there was no beltet which
isn't too surprising because | missed one I've sirgalised!!
But if | hadn’t I'd never have reached the top otifvhuring
Churns. As it was | had just enough in the bageable to
clip into the first bolt and have a good look doand then
lean right back trying to see the ‘third’ bolt, whiis non-
existent - there are only two and it's a humungéusang, but
| think | could have rigged it without too much tide. As
Paul couldn’t come down to join me, | told him Fdn out of
rope and he started back up. | was getting quéée at this
point, so | was glad to head back up as well.

The de-rigging went really smoothly and easily,tkat was
good and we made our way slowly back out agaiteast it
seemed very slow, but we surfaced shortly before,4go
we’'d probably only been underground about 3 hound i
involves a LOT of rigging and de-rigging, even &t tp where
we went, so | don't suppose it was too bad. W leofjoyed
it anyway and now we can do it again in the newlyea

Karen Slatcher
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Given the quantity and wealth of information in tBgoheus Library, | thought it would be interestingnd hopefully entertaining
— to include one or two articles in each future Nietter whenever | have the space. When | wasngutbgether the 60th
anniversary document, some information was inelyitabt added and the first offering is a write-uprih Tom Lewis. Enjoy!

50th Anniversary

To start this dissertation off | will have to donse scene
setting. When this club was formed there were vieny

tellies about. In fact, if you had a telly you waich. Milk

was still delivered by horse and cart. Nothing waapped in
plastic, if anything was wrapped it was in cellopba We had
no dehydrated food to take camping, we mostly am ftins.

Our cooking stoves were the ubiquitous Primus, wereal for
blowing up in spectacular fashion. | remember eeaters]

giving graphic details of the three he blew up wweek during
the printers’ strike. The preferred tent was acBla ‘Good

Companion’ and, if you could afford it, with sewm-ground
sheet. Because | could not afford a flysheetebusy tent for
five years without one.

| cannot remember how many, if any, members otthk had
a car when | joined the club, it would not have rb@eany.
Public transport was the mode of travel, but if weere like
me and suffered from travel sickness, the thouglgoing on
a bus was terrifying, so | often cycled. You haweemember
that the founder members and those of us who jdinedlub
in the early years were born before the first marihe moon,
the ball point pen, the contraceptive pill etc, andis ‘going
all the way’ meant that you stayed on the bus utht
terminus!!!

When | joined the Club in 1951-52 (I am not surdchhyear
it was), we met in the old railway coach on CowsRnad. |
remember the first time | entered the coach, withTilly

Lamp lights, to be met by a daunting group of ladsst of
whom seemed to have beards. Because they wesétill)

round a long table, someone was later to remark“thavas

like being met by the Twelve Apostles”. | do naiokv what
the Club is like now, but in those early days weene pretty
nonconformist, some might have said anarchistic, lowas
introduced to the satirical magazine Private Eyel am

pleased to say | still read it when | get the cleanat the time
of the Cuban Crisis | remember a discussion takiage as to
which cave we would use as a bomb shelter if wén Russia
was declared. We had just found out about RegiBeals of

train. That night, when everyone was in a hightestaf
inebriation, Mike’s uniform was burnt.

We did do some caving, but it did tend to get i Way of our
drinking. Which led to the publication of Cave Bees’
Guide — is there a copy still in existence? Weaglvsang
when oiled-up, mainly folk songs, but some songsewe
written or adapted to a caving theme. Will we hbarcaving
version of The Barroom Mountaineers this weekendsk
myself? One only had to hear it sung once by theh€us
Choir to realise that most of us were tone deamiggie’s
rendition of The Hole in Elephant’s Bottom was aywa
guaranteed to bring the house down and his exptanaif
Hadrian’s Wall was pure farce.

One cannot talk about the early days of this Cluthaut
making some reference to big bangs. We seemegends
many weekends blowing holes in the bed of the River
Manifold, certain that we would find that big systethat
would know the Yorkshire potholers’ noses were @fujoint.

We never found the ‘Big System’, but did we have frying.
The Club obtained an explosives licence becausesoes
Dad was an Inspector on the Police force. Forsyesr went
round blowing things up - at one penny for a stiflgel we
could afford to.

One day JP got a letter from Her, or was it His,jédty’s

Inspector of Explosives to say he was coming tpes our

explosives store. Consternation ensued. The st@® a
coalbunker outside the Club Hut on Cowsley Road, fbu

safekeeping the gel was kept in two ammo boxesréu's

workshop just off Slack Lane, the other side of yer
Arrangements were made for Fred to bring the twanam
boxes to the Club on club night.

As usual, on said night, Fred was late, which meastyone
was there and sitting round the table when he edrivTo get
to the Club Hut, Fred, who had no car at this tirhad
travelled into Derby by bus and out again on aldyobus
carrying the two ammo boxes of gel. He arrivedhat Club
and placed the boxes on the table in front of exegy It was
some time before anyone got round to opening thedaop,

Government and none of us felt we would be on anybut when they did you have never seen so many peuople

Government list to be saved. So we were goingutaige to
take ‘Them’ on, whoever ‘Them’ were, when they came of
their shelter. | am not sure which cave we chiiseas either
Jug Holes or the Balleye Mine.

Our attitude can be judged by the following incideMike, |
am not sure if that’s his name, was being demolfitad the
army in which he had done rather well attaining taek of
Lieutenant. He travelled up from London by trdirst Class

so fast. The gelignite was so old that it had tsthrto
decompose back to its original component, ie rgiyaerine,
and one sharp shock could set it off.

A lot of discussion took place as to how to get #mmo
boxes into the coalbunker for the Inspector to theen the
next day. No-one felt like picking them up eveough Fred
had just brought them across Derby on public trartsdt was
decided to use a broom handle through the handl¢hef

of course, dressed in his Sam Browns and was met ahmmo box and, with a person on each end, lift iveeb one

Millersdale Station by an Orpheus ‘guard of honourthink
it was JP [John Plowes, first OCC Chairman] whedirthe
lads up on the platform as the train pulled in.eywere all
dressed in full caving gear well covered with gdzetbyshire
mud and stinky lamps lit. As Mike got off the taP threw
him a salute and asked him to inspect the guarboobur,
which he did, much to the amusement of the people¢he
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at a time. Why a broom handle was felt safer flsnlifting
them up remains a mystery to me, but that's whatlide The
boxes were placed in the coal bunker without inide

JP, who was not at the meeting and therefore knathing
about the above, was told to tell the Inspectot thea gel had
not been used for a long time. To say that thpdatr was



shocked when he saw it would be an understatemeéis.

would have had kittens if he had known it had been Frankenstein's

transported across Derby the night before. WhesaiPit he
thought the Inspector would call in the bomb sqt@adet rid
of it, but the solution was a lot simpler than thafThe
Inspector just poured the paraffin we used in tily Tamps
over the gel and set light to it. There was enogelignite in
the two boxes to have made a big dent in Derby.

| could go on about the equipment in the early dagpe
ladders, hemp rope life lines and stinky lamps. FRAtching

And from 1967:

Suits, which we bought, would you believe, from
in  Manchester. We did bear
resemblance, when we wore them, to that famousactear
from the novel of nearly the same name. Some nsgitthat
some of us now look like that character without mreaa suit
of nearly the same name!

Tom Lewis

A Touch of the Breakthroughs

Following six weeks intensive dig and bang, Blackviale
Cave has finally yielded to pressure from Freddtieg, Geoff
Thornber and myself.

The finale came during a solo dig by me on Tuesadight.
The intention was to bang the choke yet again lmurkwluring
Sunday had loosened the dig so that slow progretisei roof
was possible with chisel and bar. After an how&sk | was
able to peer through boulders and discern formatio@ roof
some 10 feet above me. A further hour’s work adldwne to

climb through the roof into Diane’s Chamber (aftem sprog
Robinson).

The chamber has the appearance of a sloping bift)ta50-60
feet long and 30 feet high. The formation is mégent:
stals, white and coloured, straws, superb heligtitmlumns,
fins, flowstone, the lot!!! In fact, the best deated chamber
in Derbyshire.

| rang Fred, who came over hot foot on Wednesdag, vae
spent four hours taking photos. Mac Robinson
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COTTAGE WORK - PAINTING

Saturday & Sunday, 11/12 October 2012
Painting toilets extension floors.
Boyd

WHALF PIPE

Sunday, 28 October 2012

Paul Lydon, Karen Slatcher,

Member). Quick trip into Whalf Pipe via the Climigi Shaft.

Had a quick look around then back to the café imijésh.
Paul Lydon

WEST MINE, ALDERLEY EDGE

Saturday, 3 November 2012

Mike Whittingham, Elaine Hillyard, Lewis Holtom, Gem
Hillyard, Mr & Mrs Wall (+4).

A fun and informative trip, seeing the remains of a
blacksmiths shop, different colours of copper anbtait. A
warren of tunnels. Highly recommended!

TUG 3 hours.

OXLOW CAVERNS

Sunday, 4 November 2012
Boyd, Ashley & Brian Potts.
Visit to Oxlow Caverns this afternoon. Brian’sstirvisit to
West Chamber and Waterfall Pitch. Had the placeosi to
ourselves on a leisurely 3 hour visit.

Boyd
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COTTAGE

Wednesday, 14 November
Quick call to check Cottage.
forgotten rucksack.

Collect Beer Barreld a
Boyd
CLIMBING

Roy Rogers (ProspectiveSunday, 18 November 2012

University of London Mountaineering Club. Climbeat
Froggatt and Cratcliffe.  Glorious conditions foridm
November, sunny and great conditions on the gkifantastic
trip to the Peak District!

Chloe

ULMC had some lovely walks and climbing. Reallyjoyed
staying in the Hut - it's really nice. Thank you.
uLMC

BOULDER POT, RICKLOW DALE,
MONYASH

Sunday, 18 November 2012
Trip to bottom of Boulder Pot where more rock wamoved
from descending rift at lowest point as well as avicthg the
crawl on the approach to this point. Took somet@i@phs
on the way down and in the very pleasant chambear toethe
bottom of the cave.
An interesting spot and would be well worth surweyto find
out where everything is going.

Pete Wag & Simon Brooks

some



HILLOCKS ENGINE SHAFT - CLIMBING
SHAFT

Sunday, 18 November 2012
A nice short trip to get Steve Rostance back ihtoswing of
caving and SRT after his long absence. Myself Stelve
descended the straight drop down the Engine Shhftew
Boyd met us at the bottom via the Climbing Shaft.
Had a little snoop round and Steve took some phdiefore
we exited out. This time, me and Steve went oat thie
Climbing Shaft and Boyd, via the Engine Shaft.
Steve coped well with the SRT considering he haddome
any in nearly a year, and it was nice to get chdrigesome
good weather for once.
Ashley Richardson, Boyd Potts, Steve Rostance.
TUG 2% hours.

Ashley Richardson

KNOTLOW

Saturday, 24 November 2012
Kenny and | went shaft cap lifting at Knotlow. Whae
found was interesting and would add further minekivays to
the Knotlow system. Getting all the spoil out bftshaft
would require some perseverance!ll Would be walting
though as it would extend Knotlow into the adjadésid.
Kenny & Rich
(wet & bloody)

WATER ICICLE CLOSE CAVERN

Sunday, 25 November 2012
Headed into WICC with Phil to remove some obstangito
our rising rift at the end of Olympic Stroll / beging of Dung
Beetle. Proved very difficult, especially with tlenount of
water entering the place!
More work required down there.
Back to Batty Pot to destroy a troublesome rock tbet to a
cold evening.
TUG 3% hours.

Phil Walker & Rich Smith

OXLOW CAVERNS

Saturday, 8 December 2012

Keith Slatcher, Karen Slatcher & Paul Lydon.

Quick trip to the top of last pitch to see loadsaatter falling
down Maskhill Mine Pitch.

TUG 2% hours.

ROBINS SHAFT MINE

Sunday, 30 December 2012

Keith, Paul and myself (Karen) had a mosey downifReb
Shaft. We ran out of rope (100m) just at the emteato the
natural stuff so had a good look around the maitspa that -
fascinating geology!

Headed slowly out, collecting a large newt on ttey ywwhich

was released into the lower back of the wall behihd

entrance.

TUG 1% hours.

1ST JANUARY 2013

Paula and Richard came up!
A brief visit to catch up with everyone after a d&keof about
10 years!
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Great to see that everyone is keeping well and ghamany
“modernisations” have been made! Toilets! Warmena -
what is the world coming to??
We're hoping to get up for the BBQ in the summethwhe
kids in tow too. Rich thinks it's about time thetby (7 years
old) gets underground.
Take care and see you all again soon.

Paula & Rich xxx

GIANTS HOLE

Sunday, 6 January 2013
Short trip into Giants to see if we could find tea that had
been vandalised. Ventured up a short climb in B&gsn
which led us to the bottom of a rope but unfortehatve had
no SRT gear. Then made our way back and decidededaf
what we were looking for was up the spiral. Paatyvalong
the tight streamway we came to an obvious climbaung
traversed above until we eventually came acrosshlenber
we were looking for. Quite a large amount of $tatl been
removed from an area in the roof. Some of whatldvbave
been some really nice white curtains have also destroyed.
This definitely has to be the work of a caver as tbo far and
too tight for the classic punter with a torch. §hperson
clearly knew what they were doing.
After taking many photos we ventured back towarlle t
entrance and had a look at the short round trifardrom the
surface. Short trip, but at least we found what were
looking for.
Ashley Richardson, Boyd Potts, Simon Wynne.
TUG 2¥% hours.

Ashley Richardson

SNOW FUN

Saturday, 14 January 2013
Came up to the Hut with the kids and Toni to hawae snow
fun! Left the car on the track in top field as snis too deep
to go any further. It's quite blustery and V. cdolllice crisp
topping on the snow which is powdery underneatho(®l
have brought my snowboard not the kids!!) Tookalkwip
the Trail to the cycle hire building, small feetld@nd after
making snow angels, etc small hands cold too.
Some half decent snow drifts about gave Cooper/€bance
to have a play on the way back.
Kids played in the compound after getting backnttea and a
game or two of Cluedo - not played this since | wesbably
not much older than Cooper is now!!
How water bottles done, kids in bed - now let's sewat
tomorrow brings.

Doug (Toni, Cooper & Millie)

PS: Considering how much snow is about the A52 &ntHS
are very clear!

EVENING TRIP TO WATER ICICLE

Wednesday, 16 January 2013
Took 4 members of Glossop Mountain Rescue Team.
Icy, snowy track but their Land Rovers made ittte top.
Underground on a dry and cold evening by 7pm. dlabod
look around all the gated series and the guys wemy
impressed.
Hard work prusiking out but COdidn't seem a problem
whilst we were down the cave.
Out between 9 and 10pm in time for a pint at thall'B

Boyd



YOUD’S LEVEL THROUGH TRIP

Saturday, 2 February 2013
Took 4 KURG members through from Masson Quarry Shaf
to Youd's Level. Wet and squeezes OK, 2nd squédexe
been cleared very well so very easy. Water leligls, but no
problems. Nice trip.

Paul Thorne

METER CHECK

14 February 2013
Called and read meter, 4pm. Checked all over ahch dew
odd jobs.

Boyd

P8

Sunday, 24 February 2013
Met at the club to take four new prospective membumut.
Unfortunately they couldn’'t make it so we decidedgb and
do P8 anyway. Water levels were low but the wates
freezing and there were large build-ups of ice adothe
entrance, making it even more treacherous than.usuwds of
sheep poo near the entrance - a sheep fell in gleofl weeks
ago and had to be rescued by DCRO. Did the usipaahd
surfaced after a couple of hours to light snow.t Gwnged
quick as the wind was bitter and temperature baatlgve
freezing.
Karen Slatcher + Paul, Keith & Boyd
TUG 2 hours.

Karen Slatcher

ELDON HOLE

Sunday, 24 March 2013
Paul Lydon, Keith Slatcher.
After all the recent snow, Keith and | had a quidg down
Eldon Hole to see how much snow was down there.
We found large cornices of snow overhanging thadfasvall
and there was a ¥ a Mini-sized block of snow thneiag to
collapse on the North Gully, which was our intendedte.
So we tied a rope to a couple of fence posts arith kied on
to the rope and tried to shift the snow block.
Despite a large crack, and Keith jumping up and maw it,
the lump refused to move.
So we dropped down the North Gully with Keith's giigg.
When | reached the top of the deepest part, thecaore out
and started melting everything with ice lumps stagrto drop
off. | shouted down to Keith to come back up @rgh were
getting dodgy. So Keith had a quick look aroune hiottom
of the shaft and found a lot of deep snow withdbetinuation
into the underground section completely blocked.
We retired to the surface after a fun trip.

Paul Lydon

DEMOCRATIC

Sunday, 14 April 2013
Mick C & myself went to Democratic and concreteuatdi in.
Mick cleared some debris out of passage.

Ken

HILLOCKS/WHALF

Saturday, 20 April 2013
Boyd, Chris and Paul took potential new membergeAtnd
Jerry on a trial trip to Hillocks/Whalf. Boys addrry took the
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Hillocks on ladders option as Jerry had some pres/icaving
experience on ladders. Paul, Chris and Alice tiiak\Whalf
Climbing Shaft on SRT to give Alice some SRT preeti Met
in the chamber under the Engine Shaft and expldoeda
while. Left by same routes.
TUG 3 hours

Chris Jackson

WATER ICICLE CLOSE CAVERN

Sunday, 20 April 2013
Trip into WICC to erect a tarp. over the bicyclenah and
erect a bucket-raising-enabler so that Keith can backets
on his own. | helped with the tarp and left Kditfhting with
his contraption as there wasn’t room for me to help
Karen & Keith Slatcher.
TUG 4 hours - 4% hours.

Karen Slatcher

DEMOCRATIC

Sunday, 20 April 2013
Gate to Democratic fitted by Ken and Waggy.
Ken

BERESFORD’S LEVEL (BELOW RICKLOW)

Saturday, 5 May 2013
Pete W and myself collected the gate from the #uig
morning and brought it back to the Cottage.
Drilled and modified so can now be “locked” wittbalt into
the side wall of the adit.
Taken back and installed this afternoon.
May need extra modification but does the job otdisaging
tourists.

Boyd

New gate now installed on Democratic. A substarjoa
done thanks to Ken and Pete W for a lot of harckwor

WATER ICICLE CLOSE CAVERN

Saturday, 5 May 2013
Sean'’s first trip to WICC and first SRT trip forvehile. We
took our time walking up North West Passage asafathe
bottom, then back to entrance shaft and quick lapkthe
North Passage. “Let me know when it gets too muddys
quickly followed by “It's too muddy”, so back toghentrance
for a quick drink before a trip to the Great Averdahrough
to the 2012 extensions. A quick look at the pregrat the dig
face and back out. A nice sunny day greeted tiseatiop and
a good trip was had by both.
Sean & Simon Wynne.
TUG 3% hours.

Simon Wynne

MANIFOLD HAMPS VALLEY

Saturday & Sunday, 11/12 May 2013

Left OCC at 7.00pm and drove to Manifold Valleyrlpag at
Weggs Bridge car park. Walked up valley and clichibg to
Thor's Cave and then on to Elderbush Cave where we
bivouacked in the entrance - some messy swinebadrbcue

in the cave entrance some weeks previous and liaadlte
barbecue tray and rubbish strewn around entrancee -
cleaned this mess up - made bivouac, set fire padtdamp

but warm night in cave entrance.



Following day (Sun) had breakfast, walked down &tley,
visiting Thor's Cave en-route - excellent. In egllexplored
Ratcliff Stables Cave that lies below Thor’'s andrntiwalked
down river bed (dry) to look at Ladyside Pot (néavgrill).
Returned to car. Deposited most of bivouac gedrvealked
down to Beeston Tor Farm and up Hamps to Old Siesd
path. Continued up path and then, once out of woodt
across hill to summit of Old Park Hill where we hsgbtted
cave entrance from Wetton/Weggs Bridge road theiqus
evening. This proved to be a small ‘relic’ caved amas
indeed the “Falcon Low Cave” noted by Richards is h
“Walks in the White Peak” book - found the buggeriast!
(NGR 1043 5363, Alt 295m). Made quick grade 2 syrand
took photos.
Walked directly down crest of hill to Beeston Taarfr and
then back along track to car. Had ice-creams ahgmned to
OCC. A fine trip out.

Simon & Kester Brooks.

Falcon Low Cave, it turns out, is also known asd‘©hbrk Hill
Cave”.
Simon Brooks

STONEY LOW SWALLET

Sunday, 19 May 2013

To Stoney Low Swallet. Very little water flowingtd Swallet
- spent afternoon removing rock and extracting riookn tube
at end of dig. Some 6+ buckets of rock and delernsoved +
the awkward flake in the floor near the entrand¢owever,
inspection of end of dig does not look quite asnfsing as
before - getting smaller and no draught to speakbofyger!

WATER ICICLE

???, 2 June 2013

Went into the main choke to remove a very largeldmsu
Four bangs later and the min mass of the boulddlr st
remains!! However, whilst sat pondering what tordxt we
heard a thud from above. It would suggest thatetle open
passage above our current level or an unfilled aven

Things seem to be getting exciting again.

Battery and fan removed so it can be installed anfdug and
play system. Should improve stability of ventirygtem.

TUG 3% hours.

Waggy & Me

STONEY LOW SWALLET

???, 9 June 2013
Went on me own to Stoney Low. Did a bit more magic
hammering & got a nice pile of rubble to shift. Agvas on
my own couldn’t be bothered so headed off out. bRty get
another bollocking from Waggy next time he’s out.
Yours, the Old Fart.

Ken

WATER ICICLE

Thursday, 13 June 2013

Inspected end of dig in South Passage (Oh No!! €heknost
likely way on, but large Henry in roof near the ethaks not
look good - & will need sorting. Rich installedwmextractor
fan - which worked very well. Began tunnelling impthe mid
section of choke - nothing conclusive so far endligfit will
be. Out for late pint in Bulls Head.

Ken, Pete Wag. and Simon + guest appearance by Micksimon Brooks, Richard Smith, Phil Walker & Doug H.

Chambers - who also walked over to visit some otbeal
entrances.
Simon Brooks

WATER ICICLE

Sunday, 13 May 2013

Evening digging trip into the 2012 extensions sawthfer
progress in “Oh No!!” Choke and Dung Beetle Passagke
main choke requires a very large boulder to be reuoX
possibly some remedial work in the area afterwandsyever
we appear to be looking at a cross section ofemstrbed.

Fine silt — very few stones
(indicating either very slow

L i i
moving or standing water)

Brecciated silt

<4—— (indicating possible
faster moving water)

Driving a probe pole into the silt reveals a higvdl of
moisture (hopefully we're close to a breakthroughaving a
7 man digging team seemed a little bit lavish sag@yaand |
disappeared down Olympic Stroll to have a baslthatDung
Beetle dig. We set up a very slim-line drag-trayatd spoil
removal from this very tight dig. We managed abaubther
1m of progress before we were called out by thersth

TUG 3% hours - Waggy, Phil, Chris, Charles, Adarah Anot
of Morton blood), & me.

(Me - Rich?)
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Simon Brooks

STONEY LOW SWALLET

Sunday, 15 June 2013
Removed 3 skips of debris from end. Fire two nairets and
made a load more. Removed another 6 skips andniaele
some more - such is digging (saved Ken from a Pete
bollocking.)
End of dig not looking quite so promising - but Keuill
continue.
Met Andrew Etches and his Mother at farm & discdsaé
things digging and farming - Andrew took full comitof farm
in April 2013 - diggers watch this space.

Simon & Ken

MOULDRIDGE MINE

Saturday, 22 June 2013

Pleasant walk down into Gratton Dale and trip
Mouldridge Mine to collect some spar and galenaclBfor
Bar-B-Q.

into

Simon & Kester Brooks

MANIFOLD VALLEY & ALDERY CLIFF

Sunday, 23 June 2013

Bar-B-Q evening well attended but windy and thent we
following morning wet! (Usual Bar-B-Q weather g8l

To Manifold to find overnight rain had caused ther to rise
and pulse down valley. Valley dry below Wetton IMib
followed surge downstream at leisurely walking pace
watching swallets fill and overflow along route. adyside



roaring and then silent!
project on ‘rivers’.

Then drove to Aldery Cliff and did one route witlegter as
2nd.

Took photos for Kestesshool

Simon & Kester Brooks

GIANTS HOLE

Saturday, 29th. June 2013

Introduced the Giants Round Trip to Jack, Ruth Rogvan.
Car park was looking very busy with minibuses huakily
most were only caving in the Entrance Series.

Boyd rigged Garlands with a ladder and | led they,wa

followed by Jack, Ruth and Rowan. Had a look abed and
third stream sumps before continuing to everyof@®urite
part of the round trip... yes, you've guessed it!
Windpipe. Rowan was feeling very hot due to theoam of
clothes he was wearing but not after the Windpipe!
All coped very well with the traverse back into Gads. We
then ventured out to some lovely sunshine and gelgroup
about to go down.
Ashley, Boyd, Jack, Ruth, Rowan.
TUG 3 hours.

Ashley Richardson

BOULDER POT

Thursday, 27 June 2013
Spent pleasant (NOT!) 3 hours in Boulder Pot, m¥eaying -
not quite finished. 124 m survey to depth of -3m.3 and still
not at the bottom.

Simon and Pete

STONEY LOW SWALLET

Sunday, 30 June 2013
Afternoon digging at Stoney Low Swallet, 8 buckefsrock
removed; some progress, steady draught but stillaaking
hopeful - Kenny says not - but he must have had muus
eyes.

Simon & Ken

BOULDER POT

Tuesday, 2 July 2013

Pete over to Boulder Pot for 2pm & began diggindiodes
drilled. Simon joined him at 5pm and rocks wereduiced'.
This gave access to 8m of new passage consistiagnafely
decorated rift that descended another 5m. Sonhdliséion
work to be done and a good onward dig in the flobine cave
continues to have a cold onwards draught - lookimy good.
After surveying the new passage the remainder efdhve
was surveyed. Out for a pint in the Bulls Head.

Boulder Pot is 164 m long and 46.3 m deep (Jul3201
Simon Brooks & Pete Wagstaff

BOULDER POT

Wednesday, 10 July 2013

Put temporary support under boulder and in frontvetiged
boulder that you have to slide over to enter the walcite
chamber. Need some longer timbers and a few numeosts.
Left saw and 3 brackets in a break through rifaare
Descended with confidence and tied off a rope pesdw the
slide over the slab and then drilled two 8mm hétedhangers.
Put one 8mm x 15mm through bolt and hanger abovdtie

eTh
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down and left another hanger and krab awaitingrearamm
X 15mm through bolt.

Removed a couple of boulders to expose a biggerlboking
down but still not enough to descend. Need tothlas two
slabs on the left as they are all supporting edlerand could
create a very big hole if the whole lot goes. Metum and
Ann from Masson on the way out. Need to take cameixt
time. TUG 3% hours.

Pete Wag

PS: Put bracket on Whalf Climbing Shaft so thatah be
bolted shut. Needs design so captive bolt in flmoves out
of way as at present if lid falls could damage kedlc

STONEY LOW

Sunday, 14 July 2013
Went digging on me own for second week running veHaow
got about six skips to drag out - could do withandh next
time.

Yours, Ken

BOULDER POT

Wednesday, 17 July 2013
Managed to move outer slab on left and with a Hit
assistance it will move out of the way without dagstotal
collapse of the hole. So in theory with this oneved should
allow descent into lower level. In climbing outthst part of
the 75° flake that you climb over moved, so | ldted it at the
top of the climb. This needs a hammer to reducsze, then
it can be lowered into the lower rift. Hard to geDescent
picture with camera without auxiliary light. Noadk till 28th.
July so the master system awaits!

Pete Wag

GARDEN PATH

Sunday, 4 August 2013
Karen Slatcher & Paul Lydon.
A quick trip to Garden Path to do a check on bditgpe,
ladders, etc for DCA report.
Paul Lydon

BOULDER POT

Sunday, 4 August 2013
Put some 12mm through bolts under the wedged slabthe
breakthrough chamber. Just needs a timber to thegatwo as
a cosmetic restraint. Moved the slab away from ltveer
pitch head and descended into new chamber 4m beldvs
was heavily calcite and approx 7m long and 3m widih
prospects of a lower passage through a tight sgueBehind
the drop a crawl through drops another 4m to walés,looks
deep in one place but possible to crawl in watefoltow
another passage. Climbed out and tried to rembgdarge
flake at the breakthrough rift but could not foitdown, now
stuck in mid-rift so take care when climbing out thfe
breakthrough chamber. TUG: 4 hours

Pete Wag

BOULDER POT

Thursday, 8 August 2013

Trip to bottom of Boulder Pot. Surveyed anothemléand
-7m depth in new chamber. Boulder Pot is now 53rapd
New rift chamber of good size and with plenty olcida/



flowstone. Photographs taken - progress halteddigr level

that had risen +2.5m from Sunday, 4/8/2013. |sting.

Cave going deeper, yet little horizontal developtmen
Simon Brooks & Pete Wag

THUNDERER CAVING CLUB

GIANTS HOLE

Saturday, 10 August 2013

Before entering the cave the team conducted a f=mt
building exercises in the car park. The best of:lis to strip
an SRT kit and launch the parts around the car. p@rie team
member is blindfolded, a second cannot move, atidrd is

static and mute. The object of the game is for gbeond
member to direct the blindfolded person to collectsemble
the SRT kit and dress it onto the third person.

Did the pull-through climb up to Miller's Chamber have a
look at some decorations that were well worth speiwe
then descended back into the Main Chamber and neeback
to the foot of the shaft.
Found a family of frogs around the tackle bags wduked
like they were hoping to hitch a ride out!
Prusiked back out to some nice warm sunshine.
TUG 3 hours.

Ashley Richardson & Boyd

Potts

STONEY LOW SWALLET

Sunday, 25 August 2013
Went to Stoney Low, gets there, carts buckets ther found
I'd forgot to put bang in. So spent time shiftiadf my

We followed a route through Garlands Pot, along the Previous spoil, reckon Waggy might give me a gaét sow.

Crabwalk, then explored the tunnels beyond Magiif,
before returning along the Crabwalk. | would beeiiasted in
returning to complete the round trip through Gianisidpipe,
as after our return from this trip | have been infed it is in
fact a duck and not a sump as stated on the fesignlat the
start of the passage.

Mid Cavers RN

STONEY LOW SWALLET

Sunday, 11 August 2013
Removed 8 buckets of debris from end of Stoney Savallet
- Pete and | then left to join Mycic in Democraticilst
Kenny stayed on to set off 4 more charges - end ruit
looking good - Kenny thinks more positively!

Kenny, Simon & Pete Wag

DEMOCRATIC DIG

Sunday, 11 August 2013
Leaving Kenny to his own devices in Stoney Low, &inand
Pete drove to Democratic to join Mycic. Spent & féours
removing silt and clay from where water collectsbase of
pot/rift from Main Chamber. Put mud/silt on floar inlet
passage and found floor - will require removal obren
silt/mud to establish if this is the way on.
Dig drier than usual, yet still somewhat of a “pmine”. A
return is planned.

Mycic, Simon & Pete W

BOULDER POT

Sunday, 18 August 2013
Took Nigel down to bottom and noticed that the wdéwel
was 200mm lower than last Wednesday (mud bank lgjsib
Confirmed that the rift closes up straight aheadttso only
way is down. Put in the three short pieces offetdihg with
12mm pins so the connecting chamber now is praledteo
more pieces required. TUG: 3 hours

Pete Wag & Nigel Nix

ELDON HOLE

Sunday, 25 August 2013

My first trip into Eldon Hole, on a sunny Sundayeafioon.
Descended on the far side down the slope to thgeled
Reached the bottom to find the snow plug had ctearfecess
to the Main Chamber was quite tight. Judging friv@ new
spades that were down there, we think that it Basntly been
dug out.
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Yours, a knackered...
Ken

BOULDER POT

Wednesday, 4 September 2013
Trip to the bottom, water level 2m lower than poaisly seen.
Entered small chamber but way on down was flooded a
tight (no go). Horizontally small rift/fissures énimited
air/water movement! “Is this the end?”
Installed additional scaffold in rift on way outdaneduced 2
boulders to “handier size” that allowed re-locatioflso took
some photos.

Si Brooks & Pete Wag

PS | might have the last laugh yet!
Ken

GIANTS HOLE

Sunday, 22 September 2013
First caving experience for René and Sabine. Hgeat time
although the crawling was pretty wet, cold, muddyg aainful
for people who don’t have knee pads.
Besides that we really enjoyed our first caving tand we
would have regretted it if we did not joined. Yshould try
this at least once in your live.
We had a great trip and also learned a lot aboutctves.
We’'re eager to do more climbing, walking and disravg the
caves.

Simon, René, Sabine, Sean, Pete

GIANTS EVENING TRIP (BY PROXY)

Wednesday, 3 October 2013
Doug H, Jason Blackwell, Ash Hiscock, Chris Jackson

Met up at car park for 6pm and waited for ‘Doug stow’,

who was running late due to traffic and bad weathafter

waiting till about 6.40pm we set off slowly headirfgr

Garlands Pot. No sign of Doug so we pressed otendevels
were high but added to the fun. Got all the waj#st Canal
and Ash got as far round as the Filthy Five pitches

No pubs open in Castleton and the Wanted is miggid
closed ).

My version of the above is:-

Set off from work and crawled through traffic; tliealling
Jason several times and got a text stating the areyteaving

just as | was passing Wardlow Mires! After a thiakout
time-scales etc | figured it would all end up beinghase, so |



thought s** it! Left for Wirksworth Climbing Walbnd went
there and had an evening climbing, pint in the afterwards,
then home.

Doug

OWL HOLE, ETC

14-17 October 2013
This has been our first visit to the OCC Cottagd tre first
with reciprocal rights between SWCC and OCC. Thgou
for such a friendly and instantly attractive atmuese and we
hope the visits between the two clubs will be mamd
equally positive.
On Monday we visited Owl Hole and videoed a short
exploration. We will put it on YouTube and sendyBahe
link and hope you will enjoy it. The rest of theek has been
an expedition to find dry rock to climb, and thouglot
entirely successful, has led to a few epic retreaid some
much needed gardening of a few Manifold Dale hatuiio
Awesome Walls at Stockport was, however, dry!

Andy & Antonia Freem

OXLOW CAVERNS

Saturday, 19 October 2013
Keith & Karen Slatcher, Paul Lydon.
A nice trip down Oxlow and along Pilgrim’s Way. a
picked up a bagful of batteries, sardine tins, éRubbish!)
TUG 6 hours.

Paul Lydon

WATER ICICLE CLOSE CAVERN

Sunday, 3 November 2013
Accompanied a pair of cavers from DCC (DerbyshieviGg
Club). The plan was to see the NW Passage extenbiat the
lock wouldn’t open! We had a good look at the rekthe
cave instead, including the South Passage extenision

Paul Lydon

DEEPDALE CAVE

Sunday, 3 November 2013

Had a ride over to King Sterndale and parked atctiepel.
There is a footpath that runs from the Schoolhaatsaight
across the fields for about 200 yds. And brings yight on
top of Deepdale.

Walking across the top of the valley on the righthe stile
you go about 150 yds. Following the red and whafees until
you come to a rope (2 actually ‘cause I've just pired
another one down) that you can climb (ab) down iabdings
you down to just at the side of the cave.

I've built a bank of soil round and put twigs in $ee if they
get disturbed, indicating whether or not the baslgee still in

lodging.
Hopefully they've left because it would make a ¢rdig.
Mick C
COTTAGE WORK

Thursday, 14 November 2013
Met Energy Rating surveyor her at 11am. Did arss®ent
of the Cottage for a possible EPC. Now await ttssul

Boyd

Thursday, 21 November 2013
Called at the Cottage at 11am. Checked new keyakhoOK.
Boyd
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ELDON HOLE

Saturday, 30 November 2013
Did a short trip into Eldon down North Gully. Keihad an
eventful time rigging the bolt in the boulder o thain hang
and there was copious swearing from the depthsopjiad
down the hole into the Main Chamber, discoveredog find
some nice mushrooms on the way.
On the third attempt we managed to get the pulteupvork
and Keith and | climbed up into Miller's Chamber ilehPaul
waited below. The rope up into Damocles lookedyfaiew
and we went up again. | backed off at the doulble-because
of my shoulder but Keith went up to the main stéhen back
down.
Paul headed out as we de-rigged, we collected rtbge dnd
made our ascent to a beautiful sunny, still latéurm
afternoon and sat and enjoyed the sun while KaiibHed de-
rigging.
TUG 2% hours — Keith, Paul & Karen

Karen Slatcher

WICC

Sunday, 1 December 2013
Keith got the lock open fairly quickly and we caited stone
for the path from Three Way Aven and headed tc=leeator.
The dig is really impressive now they've got thewne
scaffolding and winch in. | did some more pathaiepnd we
headed out. Keith couldn’'t be bothered to fetch digging
tools from The Tube.

Karen Slatcher

JUG HOLES

Sunday, 8 December 2013
Pleasant trip into Jug Holes. Mined part a ligkzuffy, but
natural (streamway & beehive slopes) surprisinglyody
Pleasant trip.

Simon & Kester Brooks

ASHFORD BLACK MARBLE MINE

Thursday, 19 December 2013

OCC Christmas Thursday Nighters grand cave & curry
special. This year by candlelight!

Participants: Doug Hobbs, Pete Wagstaff, CharledeB,
Chris Jackson, Phil Walker, Jason Blackwell, Ewam€ron,
Sarah Traveller.

The idea of caving by candlelight has been toutécmd on

for most of the year - Ashford Black Marble Mine svthe
perfect choice ... easy, short and close to the chioyse in
Bakewell!

After meeting up and changing by the roadside Waggy
produced a very novel 17th century miner’s outfitlave all
compared candle holder designs - ranging from nptlicoke
bottle, beer glasses and a measuring jug!

Pete Wagstaff



Charles Bailey

Doug Hobbs

The decision was made to start out by candlelighinfthe
cars, which brought about its own fun as navigatimgugh
the trees was not easy. A few photo poses atrttraree and
we were all in... candles still litt Commence ‘stuimg and
general walking like you're drunk’ time. Phil ahtlad a go at
the crawl, Phil being successful and my 4 tea $igim a
measuring jug failing totally! It was at this poithat |
realised tea lights melt all their wax so any mogatmot only
snubs the candle, it slops wax everywhere and mineewick
about, making re-lighting very tricky!
Charles’ coke bottle approach on the other hankedpretty
flawlessly. Sarah decided to light up her resaraedle... a
bloody strong-smelling lavender-style scented thimgich
brought much amusement.
So after a bimble about, some mince pies, a fewerpbotos
and Waggy throwing his candle on the floor (boutdand the
floor all merge into 1 by candlelight!) we headextk out and
were greeted to a wonderful clear night sky witheay bright
just past full moon.
Change back at the cars and off to the curry house
Bakewell, much eating ensued and everyone lefinfgdull
and content!
Fantastic evening with fantastic people
TUG 1.5 hours.
T.I.C.H. 1.5 hours. (Time In Curry House)

Doug Hobbs

MASKHILL MINE

Saturday, 21 December 2013

We'd been talking about doing Maskhill for weekadaafter
Oxlow (again) last Saturday with Boyd and Jackodlishly
made some comment about doing some rigging praectice
probably we'd met Jess Eades and Ann Soulsby offldo
exactly that.

After visiting the TSG to purchase shiny thingsnird ony
Seddon, and bumping into Jo White from South Waless,
returned to Oxlow Farm (it's becoming like homeeafthree
weeks on the trot) and got changed. Jo and frimtparked
at the layby so we pointed them towards Oxlow andged
up the hill to Maskhill. 1 rigged the scaff bardaback up and
had put my descender on and clambered in, whealiseel
that the rope was going over the angle iron thatithrests on
- doh! Paul re-rigged and | set off.

The first re-belay was a straightforward Y-hang &fiér that
there was much head scratching and cursing and past
three more sets of bolts and landed on a big shelf.
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Unfortunately I'd not left enough slack for Paulget past the
two deviations that I'd put in, so | had to go bagkand let
out some more, but we finally got to the bottom.
Next came the larger passage, a Y-hang, 3 sindls had
then a reverse over an ever-widening rift to ano¥ibang. It
was too short to get my short cows-tail in, but aged with
my long one.
Another couple of single bolts and | found myselépng over
a big drop at the end of the rope. I'd arrivedtes head of
Murmuring Churns pitch. | was hoping that I'd haaeough
rope to see if | could rig it or not, but as I'dtdgbe knot out of
the bag, I'd have to leave that for another daywak also
missing a bolt as there’'s supposed to be a Y-hamglb
couldn’t see it.
We re-traced our steps steadily back out withodident and
surfaced as it was starting to get dark just bediqma. A nice
short trip for the Winter Solstice.
TUG 3 hours-ish.

Karen & Paul

WHALF MINE

Sunday, 22 December 2013

Rigging practice for Alan in Whalf Main Shaft artetparallel
shaft half-way down. Alan followed the rigging dei
perfectly and all he needs to do now is tidy up kists.
Good 3 hour practice. Still need a nut for thedsl one is
missing, looks like 5/8 inch UNC as the two nutsied were
wrong thread.

Pete Wag & Alan Hatton

NETTLE POT

Saturday, 28 December 2013
Long time since we had visited the Far Flats intlde®ot so
we ventured over with 5 ropes. Alan rigged anchbthat all
ropes were in-situ for the Flats, even the pulbtigh had
gone. This was replaced by a newish mud-colourpd.r No
rope into the Derbyshire Hall connection so we diég 2 of
the 5 ropes we had taken.
To get out of the shower we ventured towards DdripgsHall
and found the squeeze as intimidating as ever.s Tilme it
was easier to get in than out. Not a place tosgetk. Alan
de-rigged main shaft and out in time for a pintA)JRat the
Wanted. Friendly landlord and they now sell chegsmk
pies, Derbyshire oatcakes and relishes.
TUG 4% hours.

Pete Wag & Alan Hatton

WATER ICICLE

Sunday, 29 December 2013
Visit with Phil to see Keith and Pete’s scaffoldipgoject
down the Elevator, very impressive. Then down Gh&wo
windpipe to reclaim spade and axe, had a lookda dig and
moved the big boulders but too big to move downsags.
Then down to Oh No! choke to find boulders fallen of roof
near the dig face. Removed some more boulders tlhermoof
with a long prodding bar. The lesson learnt frdns tvas do
not leave the long prodding bar right at the faseaay falls
will not allow safe access to retrieve it.
TUG 5 hours.

Pete Wag & Phil Walker
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Books & Leaflets
Originator/Author

Various

Waltham, T & Lowe, D

Grampian Spel Gr
Ford, Trevor D

CNCC Technical Group
CNCC Technical Group
Derbyshire Caving
Association

Buttered Badger
Potholing Club

Farr, Martyn

Federation Francais de
Spelologie

Meghalaya

Cilek, Vaclav et al

Lancaster Univ. Spel. Soc.

Hardy, John

Imperial [College] Caving
Club
Boothroyd, C et al

Rieuwerts, J. H.

Casteret, Norbet
Tabor, James M.

O'Regan, H.J., Faulkner,
T. & Smith, I.R.

Porter, Lindsey

Title

Caving in the Abode of the Clouds -
Meghalaya, N.E. India - Calendar
2013 (13 photos & text)

Caves and Karst of the Yorkshir
Dales - Vol. 1

Caves of Applecross and Kishorn
(Scotland). Occnl. Pub. No. 8

The Story of Speedwell Cavern,
Castleton, Derbyshire

CNCC Rigging Guide (Ver. 3, 1
01/2012)

CNCC Rigging Guide (Ver. 3, 1
01/2012)
Peak District Access & Rigging
Guide, 2012 Edn.
Oman Expedition 2012, Report of
the Cave Exploration Expedition to
Oman, 30/3/2012 - 15/4/2012

Dan-yr-Ogof (The Jewel of the
Welsh Caves)

Caving Technical Guide (English
transltion of Manual Technique de
Speleologie - covering all
techniques & use of equipment in
caving.)

Cave Pearls of Meghalaya - a Cavé
Inventory covering the Saintia
Hills, Meghalaya, India. Vol. 1,
Pala Range, Kopili Valley

Himalaya 85 - Czechoslovak

Speleological Expedition to Nepal
La Sima 85 (Picos dezar
Espafa)

The Hidden Side of Swaledale (The
Life and Death of a Yorkshire Lead
Mining Community)

Peru 84 (Imperial Caving Club -
1984 Expedition to Peru, Report)

Caves of Thunder (Irian Jaya
Expedition 1992)

Adventures in the Lead Trade
(Being an account of the mining
interests of the Thornhill family of
Stanton Hall, Nr. Bakewell,
Derbyshire)

My Caves

Blind Descent - The Quest to
Discover the Deepest Place on
Earth - Cheja Cave, Mexico

Cave Archaeology and Karst
Geomorphology of North West
England (Field Guide)

The Duke's Manor (Georgian
Hartington & Buxton under the
Duke of Devonshire) - Mining
History

Vol.
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ISBN No
etc

978-0-
900265-
46-4

185902
645 2
978-2-
9008-
9426-2

978-3-
033-
03637-6

0984 511
400

978-
09563347
3-5-0

ISSN
02613611,
ISBN
09077808
492 5323
978-1-
84306-
544-9

2013

2013

2007
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2012

2012

2012
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Originator/Author

St. Pierre, David

China Caves Project

China Caves Project

China Caves Project

Oliver, Claire

La Venta

Ciszewski, A et al

Moty ka, Z et al

Dreybrodt, J & Laumanns,
M

Britenbach, S.F.M. &
Gabauer, H.D.

Dreybrodt, J & Laumanns,
M

Surveys & Maps

Originator/Author
Whitehouse, Bill

Whitehouse, Bill & Beck, John

Eldon Pothole Club
Chelsea Speleo Soc.

Title Vol.

Grotte Casteret (BCRA Cave
Studies Series 17)

Yanhe 2008 (Expedition Report -
Yahne County, Guizhou Province,
China)

Huanjiang 2009 (Expedition Report

of the 22nd. China Caves Project
Expeditin to Huanjiang County,
Guangxi Province, China 2009)

Guangxi 2005 (Expedition Report
of the 19th. China Caves Project
Expedition to Bama and Fensshan
Counties, Guangxi Province, China)

Life in a Cave

Caves of Sky - A Journey in the
Heart of Glaciers (Glacial-
Speleology) La Venta (Italy)

The Caves of Easter Island -
Underground World of Rapa Nui

A Quest for the Secrets of Xibalba
(Mexico)

The Unknown North of Laos (Part
5-2012-2013: Karst & Caves of
the Provines Luang Nam Tha, Lang
Prabang & Houapaan - Laos)
(Berliner Hohlenkundliches Bericht
- Band 49)

Resources on Speleology of
Uttaraknand State (formerly
Uttaranchal), India (Berliner
Hohlenkundliches Bericht - Band
50)

Karst and Caves of Myanmar
(Epeditions to the Shan States,
2011-2013) (Berliner
Hohlenkundliches Bericht - Band
51)

Title

ISBN No
etc

0900 265
329

0900 265
426

0237 523

019
978-88-
95370-01-
9

978-83-
930259-0-
9

978-80-
903378-4-
8

1617-
8572

1617-
8572

1617-
8572

Knotlow Cavern & Hillocks Mine (19&3xn.)

Delph (1980-1989 Edn.)

Giants Hole & Oxlow Cavern (196%9)
Agen Allwedd, Turkey StreammBul-5
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Date

2007

2010

2012

2007

2002

2007

2009

2013

2013

2013

2013

o
c
=X

BCRA

CCP

CCP

CCP

1060

1061

1062

1063

1064

1065

(Poland) 1066

1067

1068

1069

1070

V7.27

V7.27

V7.27

V7.0

V7.54

V7.0

V7.16

V7.40

V7.55

Caves & Mines of Stoiigdleton Dale, Eyam Dale, and the 1989

Date Publ. Cat/Ref.
1980 S3108
S3109
1969 E.P.C. S3110
2012 S229



Periodicals

Originator
Brit. Cave Res. Assn.

Brit. Cvg. Assn.

Cave Diving Group

Chelsea Spel. Soc.

Derbyshire Caving Association

Originator

Descent

Title

Trans. (Cave & Karst Science)

Newsletter

Newsletter

Newsletter

Information Circular
Newsletter (The Derbyshire Caver)
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55
55
55
55

17
134

135
140
142
144
145
146
147
148
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
165
166
167
168
169
170
188
189

54 12

3/4
5/6
7/8
1&2
2013/1
55
63
65
84
101
102
103
104
105
109
112
116
121
No.
129
131,
133
216
227

Date ISSN
2012, Dec
2013, Aug.
2013, Jan
2013

2000, Jan
2000, April
2001, July
2002, Jan.
2002, July
2002, Oct.
2003, Jan.
2004, April
2003, July
2004, Jan.
2004, April
2004, July
2004, Oct.
2005, Jan.
2005, April
2005, July
2005, Oct.
2006, Jan.
2006, April
2006, July
2006, Oct.
2007, Jan
2007, Oct.
2008, Jan
2008, April
2008, July
2008, Oct.
2009, Jan
2013, July
2013, Oct

2012, Dec
2013, Mar/Apr
2013, May/June
2013, July/Aug.
2013, Jan/Feb
2012, Nov - 2013, Feb

1984, June
1986, Oct
1987, July
1994, July
1999, Spring
199, Spring 2
1999, Autumn
2000, Spring
2000, Spring 2
2001, Spring
2001, Winter
2003, Spring
2004, Winter
Date ISSN
2008, Autumn
2010, Spring
2012/13 Winter
2010, Oct/Nov
2012, Aug/Sept



Grampian Spel. Group

Grampian Spel. Group

Masson Caving Group

Shepton Mallet Caving Club

Speleogica Societa Italiana
Univ. Bristol Spel. Soc.

Orpheus Publications

Originator
Orpheus Caving Club

Originator

Bulletin, 4th. Ser.

Newsletter

Newsletter (Masson News)

Journal

Speleologia
Proceedings

Title Vol.
Bulletin
Title Vol
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228 2012, Oct/Nov
229 2012/13 Dec/Jan
230 2013, Feb/Mar
231 2013, Apr/May
232 2013, June/July
233 2013, Aug/Sept.
5 4 2013rM
5 5 2013, Oct.
153 2013, Jan
154 2013, Apr
155 2013, Oct
2048, J
2013, Feb
2013, Mar
2013, Apr
2013, May
2013, June
2013, July
2013, Aug.
2013, Sept.
S12 10 2011, Autum
S13 1 2012, Spring
67 2012, De
26 1 2013
No.  Date
59 2011, Sept
60 2011, Oct
61 2011, Nov
62 2011, Dec
63 2012, Jan
64 2012, Feb
65 2012, Mar
66 2012, April
67 2012, May
68 2012, June
69 2012, July
70 2012, Aug
71 2012, Sept
72 2012, Oct
73 2012, Mid-Oct
74 2012, Nov
75 2012, Dec
76 2013, Jan.
77 2013, Feb.
78 2013, Mar.
No.  Date
79 2013, Apr.
80 2013, May
81 2013, June
82 2013, July
83 2013, Sept.
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The OCC Committee

Chairman: Boyd Potts
chairman@orpheuscavingclub.org.uk

Secretary: Chris Jackson
secretary@orpheuscavingclub.org.uk

Treasurer: Tricia Webber
treasurer@orpheuscavingclub.org.uk

Librarian: Simon Brooks
librarian@orpheuscavingclub.org.uk

Hostel Warden: Pete Wagstaff
lynnandpete@cavexmine.co.uk

Tackle Master: Keith Slatcher
rooneytoons@ntlworld.com

Caving Secretary: Dave Philips
caving@rollsroycel6.plus.com

Committee Members:

Doug Hobbs:
doughobbs@gmail.com

Paul Lydon:
paul@potholer.org

Hostel Booking Secretary: Jenny Potts
bookings@orpheuscavingclub.org.uk

Representatives & Keyholders

OCC Reps to DCA Meetings:
Boyd Potts
Paul Lydon
Karen Slatcher

OCC Rep to BCRA Meetings:
Jenny Potts

OCC Rep to BCA Meetings:
Jenny Potts

OCC Rep to DCRO Meetings:
Paul Lydon

Tackle Store Keys held by:
Boyd Potts, Ken Morton,
Simon Brooks, Pete Wagstaff
Paul Lydon, Keith Slatcher
& Chris Jackson

Library Cupboard Keys held by:
Boyd & Jenny Potts, Simon Brooks
Doug Hobbs, Pete Wagstaff
Keith Slatcher & Karen Slatcher

OCC Gear Cupboard Keys held by:
Boyd Potts, Ken Morton
Pete Wagstaff, Paul Lydon
Keith Slatcher

This is the first of five back-issues — 2013, 202@15 and two for 2016 - to bring the Newslettertaplate. After that | hope t
produce a Newsletter at least every three monttshapefully more if there is sufficient informatido send out, so | need yo
input. Without your write-ups and articles, thandl be very little to send out.

B&W surveys and maps are welcome, as are B&W drgsvinWe are usually limited to 4 pages of colountph or maps pe
issue, but please send them in regardless — i¢ thier enough you may get a centre spread as ifiglbu can email your article
that would be really helpful, but I'll happily aqaecontributions scribbled on the back of a beet! ma

Please send your contributions by emaitéavsletter@orpheuscavingclub.org.ulor by post, handwritten or typed to:
Karen Slatcher, Kirby House, Main Street, Winster, MATLOCK, Derbyshire DE4 2DH

www.orpheuscavingclub.org.uk
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Map of Karst area Macocha Abyss

Underground streamway Outside a chult (a windmill), ready to go caving.

Accommodation in club hut... and Communisteetampsite.
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Paul, Keith, Boyd, Brian and Alan examining a wincim the depths

Various mining artefacts
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